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Resignifications of the right to housing in crises

Resistance trajectories:

Housing struggles put forward claims and act
against violence, oppression, and displacement or

to retain resources that are reduced.

Proactive/Reclaiming trajectories:

Housing struggles seek to have a transformative
potential and focus on elaborating new alternatives

for housing and for the future.

Re-signifying/Re-conceptualizing trajectories:

Housing struggles that aim to reconceptualize what
the right to housing might mean, who are the
subjects of the right to housing and what housing

imaginaries are entailed in such resignification.



Right to housing in the Greek housing regime

* High homeownership rates;

* But, increasing demand for rent;

® Individualisation of access to housing;
mainly market processes;
® Intergenerational solidarity, family

networks.

Historically, the subject of the right(s) to
housing was constructed around the
notion and practice of being/becoming a

homeowner
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Shuttering the right to ownership through precarity and
indebtment
<o ® ® o >

® a continuum of crises

Housing related reforms:
e Financialization of housing, protection of primary home;
Increase in property taxes, already impoverished

households;

e Welfare cuts and emergence of a The movement struggles for the protection of the
humanitarian/philanthropic sector for extreme poverty, “right to home” aiming to prevent the foreclosure
increcluse in homelessness and emergency housing for of houses that are the primary residence for those
people.

who live in them. This struggle has been criticized
by both the government and the media, but also by
parts of the left. The crisitism from the left stems
from the identification of our struggle as a

Housing struggles:
mostly at the margins of mobilizations and
claim-making;

e from 2009 onwards: occupations, self-managed B P a1 I L) 1 C A
spaces and self-organised solidarity initiatives; criticism underpins the reluctance of parts of the

e against the increase of property taxation , S
e Protests and auction blockades A0 G52 10 U IR0
T. Katerini, 2022:233

Right to housing:

institutionally (legally) expressed as the protection of the primary
property from foreclosures and auctions.







Conflicting rights to the centre of Athens
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A a continuum of crises

Housing and other policies:

« Planning tools and spatial interventions in
order to overturn the decline of central Athens;
« Emergency social services for the poor and

homeless.
Housing Struggles

+ Residents’” committees against housing

devaluation;
Right to housing:

« “Defensive” right to the city claims

Hellenic Foundation for




Refugees’ enactments of the right to housing
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) a continuum of crises

Housing & other policies:

e emergency shelters, refugee camps, ESTIA
housing programme for asylum seekers;

e Humanitarian crisis law & increasing
liberalisation of residential protection, 1st law
on short-term rental taxation;

e EU-Turkey agreement 2016 - closing of
borders.

Housing struggles:

e Solidarity initiatives, squats.
Right to housing:

e claimed and enacted by the refugees
themselves and by those in solidarity to them;

e still concerned people in need, not expanded
to other subjectivities, not linked to the
housing needs or struggles of other social
groups.
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An existential right to home
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Q a continuum of crises

Housing-related reforms of the period: CQ4

@) Stqy—qt—home Compqig ns, quorq ntines; “The slogan ‘stay at home’ hides many social and economic

] . . inequalities. First of all, which house are we speaking for? As

o 40% rent reduction and moratorium on auctions though it is the same to stay home if you are a poor worker or a

rich golden boy. If you have all the comforts and luxuries, of course

o Advancement of debt ma nogement life is much more tolerable inside a house in Glyfada or in Kifisia

H H H H . H : with a garden or a pool. It is not the same though with a house like

institutional mGChInerY' servicers, SpeCIGI hole I'I‘l> Kypseli, which cannot be seen by t/‘;e sun and has no
purpose agency for vulnerable lenders heating.

H . ...Walking in Acharnon street, if you are a migrant who lives in

HOUSIng Struggles' Agios P(;neleim()nas with your family or your roommates in a

o |ncrease of mobilizations CIgCIinSt riSing rentS, basement or a 50m2 apartment, is il'ardiﬁg . And .0].( course, the

. . . . stay at home slogan ... constitutes a ‘raw cynicism’ for the

touristification and Airbnb in central areas prisoners ..., as for the invisible people of this world, migrants ...

. . . . in concentration camps... Women ... have become a punching bag.

©) Abl’u pt freeze Of G” mOb”'SOt'OnS, mUtUGI C”d ... Work has moved inside the home... As for all those who suffer

and solida rlty networks from ... mental diseases, the long term stay inside homes becomes

very difficult...

(Unreal Estate, 2020:2-4)

Right to housing:

O ClGImlng the rlg ht to Sto pUtl nginst the time came for us to ... yell that housing is a basic need. ... We

. . . . . say that ‘housing is a right' in order to understand the housing

d|Splocement and OUt_pr|C|ng due to r|S|ng issue as a common issue in which we are totally exposed if we are
rents alone.

o Voices for the fundamental/existential right to a (e Miewss o i Wenagsssss, J0220)

home (how to stay at home without a home)

@ Hellenic Foundation for
Research & Innovation
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GARDE TON LOYER! MBAJI LEKET E QIRASE!
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Can’t pay? Don’t pay!

KEEP YOUR RENT!

DE Mo against high rent prices

and for an equal access to decent housing

Friday 26th of June 2020, Victoria Square, 19.0

Website: unrealestate.noblogs.org | UNREAL ESTATE ATHENS | Facebook, Twitter: @UnrealEstateAthens I FRI
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Defending the right to-stay-put and decent
living
D S ® @ o0 >

Housing-related reforms of the period

Housing Law “My Home” (mortgage
subsidies/youth)

Digital nomads, increase of Golden Visa
threshold, short-term rentals taxation

Debt management companies (servicers)
Suspension of Refugee urban housing

Housing struggles

Broader mobilisations and
against auctions

Defensive struggles against regeneration
works and infrastructure (metro)

coalitions

Right to housing:

Link with several other claims and

struggles: right-to-stay put, right to decent
livelihood and basic needs

a continuum of crises

“In Greece there is no issue of “right to housing”. It
is an individual matter. The state never had an
organised plan for collective housing. Such
perceptions are not common. Private access through
the market and family networks (transfers,
concessions etc), there is no culture of housing as a
contested right, a demand. Although it is stated in
our constitution, people do not understand its
meaning. It is a nice phrase, but how is it specified?

For example, the right to housing would mean that
you must have adequate and dignified housing, and
to pay less than 30% of your income. Maybe such a
specification would be useful. ...

In Greece no one will fight for an ideological,
abstract stake such as the right to housing. If it does
not directly affect their housing situation. It is not my
problem, it is your theoretical discussion that does
not affect me”

Exarchia Residents Initiative,
Personal interview, 2023, Athens
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Hands down from people’s houses )
Commiittee against high costs © HFRI



o X " e '5 PIPe
‘ {\ ! A A- \ J; )
/'

AD BA MEI'AI\UZDYN

b

/

o (
i.\
B Ql,-
g 5 ‘.“.
e (\ Y
EE - LS
1o " 3
a0 . -

=

s

’,8’ —

We will raise our children here
No metro on Exarchia square HFRI



Prime ministers’ visit to “My Home" beneficiaries
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Elusive (re)significations of the Right to Housing

From a human rights’ perspective: is considered to lack potency due to its weak

incorporation in the legal framework

From a social rights perspective: despite constitutional recognition of the role of the
state in providing housing, housing policies remain residual and mainly indirect, family

and social networks have assumed responsibilities

Shaped by the homeownership ideology: housing rights are often seen as competing
established ownership and private property rights and vise versa housing rights are

understood as claims for accessing homeownership
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No house in the hands of funds and bankers
Housing is a right. No auctions and evictions
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Elusive (re)significations of the Right to Housing

A field of restructuring by state policies throughout the continuum of crises & debt
stigmatisation: individual blame for loss of housing due to “fraudulent” debt

management, “forbidden rights”: feeling of non-deserving rights

A legitimising political frame: pleaded to legitimise direct -often considered illegal or
at the verge of legality- actions and confrontations, invoking injustices by state, power

holders, global capital

A political/ideological battle over the deserving subject: at neighbourhood level and

within the legal/institutional frame

Yet, the specific content and meaning of the Right to Housing remains to be defined

within the movement (and housing policy)
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The neighbourhood funeral
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